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Berrien County 4-H Horse Judging Competes at State

Congratulations and a round of applause to the members and coaches of the 

Berrien County 4-H Horse Judging Team. Recently, the team competed at the 

Michigan 4-H State Horse Judging Contest and each member placed in the top 
ten in their designated divisions. Members include Esme S., Ginger H., and Abby 

W. Team Coaches are Kaitlyn Miller and Tom Rossman of the River Valley 
Wranglers 4-H Club. Results from the competition are as follows:

Discovering Animal Health Through Poultry Science

Want to learn more about animal health and poultry science? Do you want to build 

knowledge about animal health, biosecurity practices to keep you and your animal 

safe, explore how our immune systems work, and learn about poultry science? 
Join MSU in collaboration with Purdue University for a one-day free poultry 

workshop held on June 15, 2023, at the MSU Pavilion in East Lansing, MI. 

You’ll build knowledge about animal health, biosecurity practices to keep you and 

your animal safe, explore how our immune systems work, and learn about poultry 

science. A t-shirt, program book, and lunch are included, as well as visiting a 
poultry facility (transportation provided). Space is limited to the first 25 high school 

students who register! 

Register at https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_727RMMxk89nutqC for 

questions contact Brianna Wardwell at bwardwel@purdue.edu

Enrollment Deadline Approaching

4-H Online is now open for 4-H new year enrollments! Login today to submit

your annual enrollment.

2022 – 2023 deadlines are as follows: 

• June 1 – New Member deadline 

Paper accommodations available upon request to the Berrien County MSU 
Extension Office at 269-927-5674 or can be found online at: 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/berrien/b errien_county_4_h/enrollment

Enrollment forms must be on file by the deadline dates listed above in order to be 
eligible for project complete, awards, scholarships, etc.

Abby W. – Senior Regular 

8th Overall Esme S. – Junior Regular 

4th Overall 

4th in Reasons Ginger H. – Junior Novice

2nd Overall 

6th in Reasons 
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4-H Countywide Project – Fruit Stamping
• Date: June 17, 2023
• Time: 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM EST
• Location: Berrien County MSU Extension Office
• Who: Open to youth ages 5 – 19 years as of January 1, 2023

4-H Kit to Go! Buzzing about Bees
• Explore the world of Bees in this at home self paced kit.
• Date: Opens May 2023
• Who: Open to youth ages 5 – 19 years as of January 1, 2023

4-H Countywide Project – Brushes N Paint
• Date: June 4, 2023
• Time: 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM EST
• Location: Berrien County MSU Extension Office
• Who: Open to youth ages 5 – 19 years as of January 1, 2023

4-H Kit to Go! – Hop to It
• Explore the world of rabbit science in this at home self paced kit.
• Date: Opening in June 2023
• Who: Open to youth ages 5 – 19 years as of January 1, 2023

4-H Kit to Go! – Got Your Goat
Explore the world of goat science in this at home self paced kit.
Date: Opening in June 2023
Who: Open to youth ages 5 – 19 years as of January 1, 2023

4-H Kit to Go! – Solar Oven S’mores
Join us in making your own solar oven so you can enjoy S'mores all summer long without
the campfire!
Date: Opening in June 2023
Who: Open to youth ages 5 – 19 years as of January 1, 2023

4-H Kit to Go! – Chicks of the Trade
• Explore the world of poultry science in this at home self paced kit.
• Date: Opening in July 2023
• Who: Open to youth ages 5 – 19 years as of January 1, 2023

4-H Kit to Go! – Tails, Hawks, & Snouts
• Explore the world of swine science in this at home self paced kit.
• Date: Opening in July 2023
• Who: Open to youth ages 5 – 19 years as of January 1, 2023

Upcoming Countywide Projects & Kits

Registration is now open for countywide projects and project exploration kits. Registration can be done through 4-H Online 
at: https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in and logging into your family profile. Once logged in you can find all workshops and 
kits in the event section of your profile! Pre-registration is required, and workshops are limited on a first come, first serve 
basis until full regardless of participation via self paced or in-person. All supplies are included unless noted during the 
registration process. Club Leaders may request Kit to Go's for their membership by directly contacting the Berrien County 
MSU Extension office at 269-927-5674. 
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Berrien County 4-H Versatility Scholarship Event

Date: Sunday, August 13, 2023 at 3:30 PM at the Berrien County Youth Fair

Eligibility: Open to any Berrien County 4-H member who is 14—19 years of age and has completed the ninth grade. Maximum years of 
participating in the event is not to exceed five. Age/grade is determined as of January 1, 2023. Exhibitors must be enrolled in Berrien County 
4-H Horse and Pony Project by July 1, 2023.

Purpose: The Purpose of the Berrien County 4-H Versatility Scholarship Event is to identify and recognize the most versatile 4-H teen-
member and horse team in the Berrien County 4-H Horse and Pony Project. The scholarship recognizes the outstanding 4-H horse and rider 
versatility combination at the Berrien County 4-H Versatility Event. 2023 Gymkhana will be Speed and Action.

Amount of Scholarship: $500.00 to Champion and $250.00 to Reserve Champion.

Member and horse must be pre-registered or post marked for the Berrien County 4-H Versatility Event by Monday, July 11, 2023.

For eligibility, rules, requirements and application can be found at:

• By calling the Berrien County MSU Extension Office at 269-927-5674

• Online at http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/berrien/berrien_county_4_h

For questions related to the Versatility Scholarship Event, contact Chrissy Bradford, Berrien County 4-H Horse Leaders Association 
Versatility Scholarship Event Chair, at canterloper@aol.com or via phone at 269-362-2915. 
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Michigan 4-H State Shoot
The Michigan State 4-H Tournament provides Michigan 4-H shooting 

sports members with the opportunity to test their skills, earn recognition 

and build camaraderie with other 4-H members from all over the state. 

Events include: .22 Cal Rifle, BB Gun, Skeet, 3-D Archery, Hunting and 

Wildlife, Target Archery, Air Rifle, Muzzleloading and Trap. 

Date: Saturday, August 19, 2023

Location: Centerline of Calhoun County

Cost: $30.00 per a participants 

County Scholarship: County scholarships are available up to $25.00 per 

a youth. Event confirmation must be submitted to grandtke@msu.edu to 
receive scholarship. Scholarships are on a reimbursed process. 

Register deadline is July 16, 2023. 

For tournament rules, information and registration forms go to: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_state_shooting_sports_tournament/index

Registration must be done with the help of Shooting Sports instructors 
(Straight Shooters 4-H Club). 

4-H Leaders

Council Vacancy 

The Berrien County 4-H Leaders Council is in 

search for a 4-H Leader to join their team. 

Appointed term is from July – December 2023 

with the opportunity. 

Appointment Criteria: 
• Must be an active approved 4-H volunteer

(adult leader)

• Be able to attend meetings which are set
for 4th Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

EST.
• Participate in assigned committees.

• Attend Leaders Council events.

Interested or have questions? Submit an 

interest to Shelley Zeiger, 4-H Elections Chair 
at shelleyzeiger@icloud.com.  

mailto:grandtke@msu.edu
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_state_shooting_sports_tournament/index
mailto:shelleyzeiger@icloud.com


State 4-H Goat Show
Registration is now open for the 2023 Michigan 4-H State Goat Show and is set to 
close on June 1, 2023. Open to youth ages 5 – 19 years as of January 1, 2023. 

Date: June 17, 2023 

T ime: 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM EST

Location: MSU Pavilion – East Lansing, MI 

Show Catalog, Cost and Eligibility, Schedule can viewed at: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4h_goats/uploads/files/2023%20Goat%20Show%20Cat
alog.pdf

Register online at: https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2023-michigan-4-h-state-
goat-show

Fall Leader Update The Berrien County 4-H Annual Leader Update Training dates have been set. 

Don’t waste time and mark those calendars now. Club Coordinators, project, and 

resource leaders are strongly encouraged to attend. It is important that each 4-H 
club/group is represented. Volunteers that are working on becoming new club 

leaders are also welcome. This is a valuable opportunity. Leaders only need to 
attend one time. Dates are as follows:

• September 18, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. EST—Buchanan Westerners

• September 20, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. EST—Berrien County MSU Extension

RSVPs are to be done through 4-H Online at:
https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in or by contacting the Berrien County MSU 

Extension Office.

In support of Financial Literacy month in April, Michigan State University Extension and Michigan 4 -H 

hosted a cash composition contest. Contestants had to compose a  300 words or less essay around the 

following theme, “ What is the difference between a need and a want? Discuss how you determine if 
something is a need or a want. How can you make sure you have enough money to get your needs and 

still enjoy some of your wants? Share how needs and wants might change throughout one’s life.” 

Essay were judged by staff of the Extra Credit Union and the five top essays received a $100 e-gift card. 

With a near perfect score the following Berrien County 4-H members placed in the top 5 with their essays. 

Marissa B & Jorden D. 

4-H Cash Composition Contest Results
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The Berrien County 4-H Foundation is a non-profit corporation created to provide income to finance 4-

H youth programs throughout Berrien County. The 4-H Foundation assets are overseen by a volunteer 

Board of Directors and Advisors who represent a cross-section of people with diverse backgrounds 

and expertise. Every donation is placed into an investment trust fund. The principle is not touched. 

Income earned from the trust fund is applied to educational youth programing. Your gift helps youth 

throughout Berrien County.  

Why does the Berrien County 4-H Foundation need my help? 

Federal, state, and county resources contribute to the 4-H program, as do the Berrien County 4-H 

Leaders Council, 4-H Club leaders and parents. These combined contributions fall short of what is 

needed to adequately support youth. 

What benefit will I receive from my donation? 

Besides the wonderful feeling of helping 4-H youth to succeed, there may be tax incentives for 

individuals and businesses. 

How do I make my donation?

Your donation should be made payable to the Berrien County 4-H Foundation, Inc. Most donors use 

one of these methods:

• Cash or Check

• Pledge payable over a three-year period

• Memorial or tribute in honor of special people or occasions

• Planned giving—Estates/Wills

• Annual giving

 

Berrien County 4-H Foundation
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4-H Equine Educational Activity Scholarship
The Berrien County 4-H Horse Leaders Association would like to present a scholarship opportunity. 

The scholarship was created to encourage active participation in the Berrien County 4-H Equine 

Project. Horse ownerships and or equine related major/minor is not required for eligibility. 
Scholarship is awarded to at least two individuals for a minimum of $500.00.

• Applicants must be a high school graduate and have been a member of the Berrien County 4-H

Horse & Pony Project for a minimum of two years.

• Applicant must have completed their first year of college or trade school.
• Applicant may apply and be awarded the scholarship up to 3 times provided they have not

reached their 21st birthday by January 1 of the application year. The scholarship will not apply for
graduate school.

Applications are due by July 15, 2023, to the Berrien County MSU Extension Office. 

Applications and eligibility requirements can be found online at: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/berrien/berrien_county_4_h/scholarships-awards/scholarships

It’s that time of year 

again, Teen/Service 4-H 

Club will be hosting its 

annual  4-H Lemonade 

stand during the Berrien 

County Youth Fair. 

They need club help,  
both Youth and Adults to 
assist during the week of 

the BCYF. 

Clubs may sign up for 
just one or multiple two 
(2) hours shifts. Clubs

will earn a portion of the
profits for that day. 

If interested reach out to 
Bobbi Lawson at 

bobbilawson85@gmail.c
om  or Freida Keefer at 
freida.keefer@yahoo.co
m to for questions and 
shift sign up. Shifts are 
filled on a first come, 

first serve basis. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/berrien/berrien_county_4_h/scholarships-awards/scholarships
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Grapes are grown in all 50 states. In Michigan, grapes provide over 47,000 jobs. Grapes are one of the fastest growing commodities 

in Michigan. The Berrien County 4-H Viticulture Series will introduce grape growing and explore value added agriculture, STEM and 

hospitality careers. This club will offer a hands-on approach engaging youth in activities that include: 

When: June 6, July 12, August 9, & September 21 

Time: 4:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. EST 

Location: Southwest Michigan Research Center and various Grape Farms in Berrien County, MI 

Who: Open to youth ages 12—19 years as of January 1, 2023. 

Cost: Free 

Registration: Register by calling the Berrien County MSU Extension Office or online through 4-H Online 2.0 at: 

https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in .

Youth may register to attend one or multiple of the sessions offered in the series. When registering, go to events and register for 

each of the 4-H Viticulture Serries sessions you will attend. For questions reach out to the Berrien County MSU Extension Office  at 
269-927-5674.

Berrien County 4-H Viticulture

• Planting

• Pruning Grape Vines

• Training Grape Vines
• Inspecting Vines for Insects and

Diseases

• Testing Grapes for Ripeness 

• Testing Grapes for Sugar Content

• And so much more!

4-H Alumni & Cerny Memorial Scholarship

The Berrien County 4-H Leaders Association, Inc. announces two scholarship opportunities – the Alumni Scholarship and the Joseph 
Cerny & Evelyn Cerny Memorial Scholarship. The Berrien County 4-H Leaders Association, Inc. annually awards one or more 
scholarships, for a minimum of $700.00 each. The Joseph Cerny & Evelyn Cerny Memorial Scholarship is also awarded annually fo r a 
minimum amount of $700.00 and is offered independently of the Alumni Scholarship. 

Although both scholarship are now awarded to one recipient in the same year, an eligible applicant can be awarded the Cerny M emorial 
scholarship one year and the Alumni scholarship another year. If you are planning to continue your education, we encourage yo u to 
review the requirements and if eligible, apply for these scholarships. 

Deadline for submissions is July 17, 2023, by 5:00 p.m. EST. to the Berrien County MSU Extension Office. Interviews are sched uled for  
July 20, 2023, starting at 5:30 p.m. EST. Accommodations can be requested when submitting applications. Applications must be 
submitted in complete form by July 17, 2023. No late submissions accepted. 

Eligibility requirements and applications can be found online at: https://www.canr.msu.edu/berrien/berrien_county_4_h/scholarships-
awards/scholarships

https://v2.4honline.com/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/berrien/berrien_county_4_h/scholarships-awards/scholarships
https://www.canr.msu.edu/berrien/berrien_county_4_h/scholarships-awards/scholarships


STATE NEWS AND EVENTS
June 8: Adulting 101 – How To Buy a Car

Online

Buying a car is an important and costly decision to make. Attend this session to learn about 
choosing a vehicle, purchasing it, and all of the considerations when making your decision.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-6-8

June 16: Head, Heart and Hands for the Health of Tanzania – 100 Dresses Challenge

Online
Join us in a Zoom sew along as we make pillowcase dresses to send to little girls in Tanzania! Our 

goal is 100 handmade dresses. All sewing levels are welcome!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/100-dresses-challenge-1

June 17: 2023 Michigan 4-H State Goat Show
MSU Pavilion, Lansing

Begin your show season at the Michigan 4-H State Goat Show! Registration closes June 1 but 
spectators are welcome to attend. 

www.canr.msu.edu/events/2023-michigan-4-h-state-goat-show

SAVE THE DATE!

July 12: Michigan 4-H/FFA State Livestock Judging Contest

MSU Pavilion, Lansing

In the livestock judging contest, participants can demonstrate their livestock evaluation and selection 
skills, as well as improve their communication and decision-making skills. Registration information 

coming soon!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-ffa-state-livestock-judging-contest-2023.

July 15: 4-H Bullseye Bash Archery Tournament
Wexford County Civic Center, Cadillac

Archers to the line! Test your skill and meet fellow competitors at this 4-H archery 
event. Registration opens soon.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-bullseye-bash-archery-tournament

July 18-20: 4-H Forestry Camp

Gahagan Nature Preserve, Roscommon
This fun and interactive three-day camp gives youth the opportunity to learn all about forestry in 

Michigan. Registration closes July 14.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-forestry-camp-23 

Register for the 2023 
State 4-H Shooting 
Sports Tournament

The 2023 State 4- H 

Shooting Sports 

Tournament is once again 

returning to Centerline of 

Calhoun County on August 

19! This annual event 

provides Michigan 4-H 

shooting sports members 

with the opportunity to test 

their skills and earn 

recognition with other 4-H 

members from all over the 

state.

Registration will be opening 

soon and closes July 16. 

For registration information, 

tournament rules or 

additional information, visit 

4-H State Shoot website at

www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_sta

te_shooting_sports_tourna

ment. 

http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-6-8
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/100-dresses-challenge-1
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2023-michigan-4-h-state-goat-show
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-ffa-state-livestock-judging-contest-2023
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-bullseye-bash-archery-tournament
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-forestry-camp-23
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_state_shooting_sports_tournament/index
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_state_shooting_sports_tournament/index
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_state_shooting_sports_tournament/index


STATE NEWS AND EVENTS
2023 Michigan Mark of Excellence Award Winners

Every year, counties across Michigan offer 4-H youth, ages 11 and 12, the opportunity to participate in Michigan 4-H State Awards’ 4-H 

Mark of Excellence essay contest. The essay theme is “Because of 4-H, I can…” and the youth referred to a variety of memorable 

experiences in their time as 4-H’ers.

As part of the contest, up to two 4-H youth essays from each county are selected to be recognized as award winners. In 2023, the 
following eleven 4-H members from nine counties were selected as the 2023 Mark of Excellence county winners.

Each recipient will receive a medal, and their winning essays will be added to the Mark of Excellence history book at the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation and State 4-H Office at MSU Extension. Congratulations to our winners!

Allegan: Ezri Westrate

Alpena: Jazzmyne Kowalski

Berrien:Brady Pullins
Branch: Gwendolyn Berry

Cass: Levi Johnson and Conner Shirk

Menominee: Dodge Sundberg

Monroe: John Jinks and Cecelia Aulph

Oakland: Natalie Keen
St. Claire: Jinger Vantroostenberghe

23 Michigan 4-H Volunteers Honored for 50 Years of Service
Adapted from: www.canr.msu.edu/news/twenty-three-michigan-4-h-volunteers-honored-for-50-years-of-service-by-michigan-state-

university-extension

As generations came together for Join Hands Day on May 6, MSU Extension celebrated 23 volunteers who united with youth for ha lf a 

century. These individuals have provided 50 or more years of service to Michigan 4-H and youth in their communities.

“Volunteers are critical to many of our MSU Extension programs,” said Quentin Tyler, director of MSU Extension. “While we owe  a debt 

of gratitude to all our volunteers, these 23 individuals in particular have made a remarkable impact. They have given their t ime and talent 
to 4-H for five decades. We truly cannot thank them enough.”

In recognition of their service, 50-year volunteers received a gift of appreciation from MSU Extension leadership, as well as a personal 
note of thanks. The Michigan 4-H 50-year volunteers being recognized in 2023 are:

• Carol Callovi, Iron County • David Callovi, Iron County

• Nancy Ciravolo, Monroe County • Suzanne Gillhespy, Allegan County

• Gaylord Kutzley, Lenawee County • Linda Lefcheck, Monroe County
• Jane Lloyd, Kalamazoo County • Catherine Martens-Nitschke, Kent County

• Charles McCarthy, Cass County • Judith Missler, Monroe County
• Beverly Rajzer, Cass and Van Buren counties • Karl Schaefer, Clinton County

• Margaret Schaefer, Clinton County • Marilyn Tkaczyk, Shiawassee County

• Barbara Vagt, Monroe County • Kenneth Vagt, Monroe County
• Cathy VanOrden, Isabella County • Joyce Vincent, Newaygo County

• Wanda Warner, Calhoun County • Margaret Wegner, Midland County
• Gladys Welker, Ingham County • Linda Willman, Wayne County

• Donald Wyant, Cass County

Tribute gifts in honor of any or all these 4-H volunteers may be made to support 4-H at: https://mi4hfdtn.org/memorial-tribute-gifts/ . To 

learn more about volunteering with Michigan 4-H, visit 4h.msue.msu.edu.

http://www.canr.msu.edu/news/twenty-three-michigan-4-h-volunteers-honored-for-50-years-of-service-by-michigan-state-university-extension
http://www.canr.msu.edu/news/twenty-three-michigan-4-h-volunteers-honored-for-50-years-of-service-by-michigan-state-university-extension
https://mi4hfdtn.org/memorial-tribute-gifts/
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Berrien County 4-H Youth Development

Facebook – “Berrien County 4-H Youth Development” 

Instagram - @realberriencounty4-H
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